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Chronology

Early
Medieval

High
Medieval

Late
Medieval

Early
Modern

Modern

800 -
900 -
1000 -
1100 -
1200 -
1300 -
1400 -
1500 -
1600 -
1700 -
1800 -
1900 -
2000 -

841 Permanent Viking Settlement

1041 battle of Clontarf, Brian Boru killed
1071 Henry Il formalizes Anglo-Norman control

1170 Defensive bank replaced by stone wall

1204 King John orders Dublin Castle to be built

1209 Massacre of 500 settlers from Bristol

1260 Walls extended onto reclaimed land

1317 Robert the Bruce attack; Dublin suburbs torched
1348 The Black Death

1534 Rebellion of Silken Thomas

1539 Henry VI, dissolution of religious houses

1593 Hugh O‘Neill revolt and Great Explosion at Wood Quay
1603 English crown gains control of Ireland

1649 Cromwell subjugation of Ireland begins

1690 William Il victory at the Battle of the Boyne

1798 Rebellion by the United Irishmen
1801 Act of Union; rule from London

1850 Famine victims flood into Dublin

1916 Easter Monday insurrection and 1919 War of Independence
1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty
1973 Ireland becomes a member of the European Union
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Figure 3.2: Reconstruction of Dublin, c.1000 (Wallace and Floinn 2002:236)



as other towns within Ireland and internationally. Five principal classes of housing, based on their house form or plan, have been identified (plus
two others from excavations in Cork and Waterford). Dublin’s most common form is a long thin-rectangular building which had doorways at both of
the narrow ends that was street-facing with rounded corners. Houses were constructed of low post-and-wattle walls and internally the houses were
divided into three aisles with a central stone-lined hearth.

Vikings in 9t century built a Number of non-defensive banks to the north of Dublin and Kerr et al. (2010b:251) to protect the town from River Liffey’s high tides.
However the Vikings in 10t century Dublin needed defences to protect their town both from natives and other Vikings; they built earthen bank topped with a
palisade. The banks were constructed from clay, river mud and organic refuse — in places the bank was reinforced with post-and-wattle or wooden planking
(Goven 2004:13). Tracing the banks’ route, which maximised the available high-ground, has revealed the size/location of the 10t century town (Goven 2004:3-4).
One part of the bank, which was stone clad, was found under Powder Tower. By the end of the 11t century Dublin had been captured by the Irish king
Muirchertach Ua Briain — who build a massive stone wall which tripled the enclosed area and which included a castellum in the south-east corner on the site
where Dublin Castle stands today. 93-meters of the wall has survived including a gate known as St. Audoen’s Arch (see Slide 9).

After significant public protests the development of new Dublin City Council building was delayed to allow the extensive excavation, 1974-1981, at Wood Quay
(see Figure 4.1). This revealed the remains of 10t century Viking housing as well as 2 million artlfacts relatlng to the dally I|ves of its mhabltants (WaIIace
1987:26-27). The Dublin Excavation Publication Project Team was established and funded ;
by the Department of An Taoiseach [Prime Minister] to research and publish their results
on ‘Old Dublin” and the National Museum and the Royal Irish Academy combined to
publish the results of the excavations.

Irish and European Legislation

Since the excavations at Wood Quay there has been a greater awareness of archaeology,
and its importance, in Dublin and Ireland. Irish archaeological sites have been protected in
law since 1930 by the National Monuments Legislation; Dublin sites have benefited from
this protection and one of the positive results is a corpus of archaeological reports and
information — and most of it is online (Excavation 2012). The Architectural Heritage
(National Inventory) and Historic Monuments Act 1999 (Office of the Attorney General
2012) defines what a monument is and the National Monuments Amendment Act 2004
resulted in a national Record of Monuments and Places for Ireland (RMP) - there are
currently 120,000 recorded monuments are these are protected by the Local Government
(Planning and Development) Act 2000. Ireland, a member of the European Union since
1973, has ratified a Number of European conventions including the Granada Convention
on Architectural Heritage and the Valletta Convention 1992 on the protection of the
Archaeological Heritage (Goven 2004:22).

Dublin, an Archaeological ‘Biography of Place’




High and Late Medieval

Figure 5.1: Anglo-Nors Town, ¢.1170 (Clarke 2003:5) Figure 5.2: Anglo-Norman Walled City, c.1270 (Clarke -iOOZ:Map)
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Figure 6.2: Huéuenotzér_ne_t‘(;r_y (Gibney é666:i6) Figure 6.3: Trinity College Provost’s House (Yelp 2012) Figure 6.4: Town Planning (Lennon 2009:5)
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Figure 7.5: Dublin City Transportation (Irish Times 2012)




Maps of Dublin
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Figure 8.1: Speed, 1610 (Dublin City Libraries 2006)

Figure 8.2: de Gomme, 1673 (Clarke et a/.2002:4)

Figure 8.5: Ordinance Survey, 1906-9 (0S| 2012)
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Figure 9.1: St Audoen’s Arch Medieval Walls along Cook Street Figure 9.2: Ancient Walls (red) preserved within a more :
(Goven 2004:4) recent wall (Goven 2004:44)

Protecting the past for the future =3

Figure 9.3: Preserved route of a
Medieval Street (Goven 2004:20)

Key to Figure 9.4

1 —Isolde’s Tower

2 — Powder Tower

3 — Record Tower

4 — Cork Tower

5 — Bermingham Tower
6 — Stanihurst’s Tower

7 — Pool Gate
8 — Genevel’'s Tower \ 3
9 — Fagan’s Tower i [i1 ) s

10 — St Audoen’s Arch Figure 9.4: Surviving Medieval Walls highlighted in Red (Dublin City Council 2011)



St. Audoen’s Church and St. Audoen’s Arch

© Tenement House, 4 St. Audoen’s Arch
# Medieval Wall surviving in 1906-9
.+ ¥ St. Audoen’s Church (c. 1170)
@ St. Anne’s Chapel (c. 1430)
2 # St. Audoen’s College (c. 1530)

ery 2003
Figure 10.3: c.1875, looking north (NLI 2011)



Dublin Castle

Figure 11.1: 1673 plan of the Castle (Maguire 1974:8)

T e T o -

Figure 11.3: Excavation
of Powder Tower
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Figure 11.4: Dublin Castle today overlaying original building (Manning and Condit 2001:5)

Dubdin Castie today

Figure 11.5: Dublin Castle today (Manning and Condit 2001:5)
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An unexpected result of the 1801 Act of Union was the
accelerated migration of Dublin’s aristocracy from the
prestigious residences and the influx of poorer occupants
(Kearns 2003:7-8). This cycle of poorer-and-poorer
residents resulted in the Dublin’s centre becoming more
and more decrepit until houses were beyond repair and
only the poorest people would live in them.

: ;.\‘&}?

In 1791 a Georgian residence sold for £8,000, by 1801 its
value had dropped to £2,500 and by 1849 it had
plummeted to £500. The Great Famine was one of the
factors which resulted people competing for housing that
was affordable to the very poor — and a direct result was
more and more people squeezing into shared
accommodation (i.e. a tenement) and the creation of slums
within the city walls.

With the confined living conditions came a range of dire
human issues. Overcrowding, poor sanitation and diet and
buildings with open hearths and little maintenance resulted
in Dublin being the least healthy city in the United Kingdom | . < 1 y
(Kearns 2003:12-14). Within the slums the mortality rate _— i = | '?
was two-times, and five-times for infants, higher than non- ¢ :4 ;" - 'l I mE .’_
; .nll“ I "a
H LA TT 1 |

slum neighbourhoods.

Dublin’s slums were a real issue and helped to damage its economic viability. By 1913 the Dublin
Housing Inquiry reported that many of the tenements were owned by councillors and aldermen and
that in effect the Dublin Corporation was the one of the biggest, if not the biggest, slum landlord with
little interest in enforcing improvements (Kearns 2003:11,21).

I

In 1932, after 250 years of decay, the Housing Act resulted in systematic slum clearance. By the end
of the 1950s slums were predominantly eradicated. Inevitably the slum dwellings were often beyond
repair and the majority of Dublin’s older housing, such as those surrounding St. Audoen’s Church,
was demolished and the residents relocated to new purpose-built council housing. Some areas of
Georgian housing were preserved and these are now a valued part of Dublin’s architectural heritage.

Dublin, an Archaeological ‘Biography of Place’



Archaeological Sources and Museums

Dublin Castle

Dublinia

Industrial Heritage Museum

Little Museum of Dublin

National Museum of Ireland (NMI)
St. Audoen’s Church

St. Mary’s Abbey

Archaeological Society

Chester Beatty Library

Dublin City Council

Dublin Civic Trust

Duchas [Heritage Service]
ENFO

Geological Survey of Ireland
Irish Architectural Archive
Kings Inns

Marsh'’s Library

National Archives

National Library of Ireland
National Photographic Archives
Old Dublin Society

Ordnance Survey Ireland Office
Religious Archives

Royal Irish Academy

Royal Society of Antiquaries
Trinity College Library Map Library

State Apartments, Chapel Royal and remains (underground) of original City Walls and Towers
Viking and Medieval Dublin

Museum recognising sites, monuments and items of machinery with industrial heritage
Museum displaying Dublin’s 20t century social, cultural and political history

Repository for all artefacts acquired by the NMI since 1890

Exhibition on the Medieval Church and Chapels

Museum of the Cistercian Abbey founded in 1139

Societies hosted by University College Dublin and Trinity College Dublin

Collections of manuscripts and rare books

City Archives, incl. material related to the development of the city & maps and Architectural records & site histories
Publications on streets in Dublin

Archive Unit - Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), Environmental Impact Statements, Artefact Records, etc.
Wide-ranging and authoritative information on the Environment

Geological information and aerial photos

Architectural Archive collection consists of photographs, drawings, books and maps

Registry of Deeds

Library holding historic manuscripts and books dating from the 16 century

City information through its public and private records

Collection of various printed information and manuscripts

Historic Photograph collections

Journal of Dublin Historical Record

Current and historic maps of Dublin and Ireland

Religions orders archives; for example the Jesuit Archives, Franciscan Library, Dublin Diocesan Archives

Society for ‘promoting the study of science, polite literature and antiquities’

Monuments and memorials of the arts, people, language, literature and history of Ireland

Large collection of Dublin maps

Museum of Ireland
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